
 Regional fairs 
are the first tier of 
competitions offered 
by the Virginia Asso-
ciation of the  Tech-
nology Student Asso-
ciation.  Those who 
place 1st, 2nd, or 3rd 
at the regional level, 
are given the opportu-
nity to move on and 
compete at the state 
level.  
Virginia’s delegation 
is so large, that its one 
of only a few states 
that offer regional 
level competition. 

After much deliberation by the Virginia TSA Executive Council, an out-
standing  pin design was chosen from the many that were sent to the Vir-
ginia TSA state office. The pen design is the perfect addition to any at-
tire. If you did not purchase one for Technosphere, don’t worry. You 
may still purchase one  by contacting Ms. LaTasha Watson 
(tsa@vatsa.org), so you can showcase your Virginia spirit at Nationals! 
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Southwestern Region Executive 
Council delegating  



 
 
The day had arrived for the 2010 Virginia TSA Tidewater 
Spring Fair. Anxious students rushed to complete their 
projects as the teachers tried desperately to ensure every-
one was signed in for their events. The day went off with 
only minor issues, but all was well. Nearly everyone we 
spoke with agreed that this was the best regional spring  
fair yet. The day ran so smoothly, it ran ahead of  sched-
ule. This year, 4 officers  ran for the 2010-2011 Tidewater 
Executive Council. The 2010-2011 Executive Council 
consists of President Sabrina Pardus, Vice President 
Robert Hiby, Parliamentarian Briana Stearns, and Histo-
rian Brett Fochtmann. It was a shame that our time as the 
2009– 2010 Tidewater Executive Councils was so short,  
but we wish our successors the best of luck , as we know 
they will do a great job in upholding “Learning to live in 
a Technical World”. Thank you to the Tidewater Region 
for allowing us to serve you all. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
The Virginia TSA 2009-2010 
Tidewater Region Executive Council 
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2009-2010 
Tidewater Region Executive Council 

Competition is steep during 
the written test! 

Members participating in one of the 
many robotic based events offered by 

Virginia TSA  
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The Northern Region Spring Fair was a great success; 
hundreds of members filled the Colonial Forge hall-
ways, all rushing to compete in their respective com-
petitions. Everything went off perfectly. Apart from 
the exuberant amount of participants, the Northern 
region had a special guest roaming the halls, who 
would glance curiously at all the projects and who 
could only look on in  amazement as hundreds of ex-
cited members rushed by . This guest was non other 
than Congressman Rob Wittman. He could not be-
lieve their were so many kids that were excited  to 
learn all we could about technology. During our open-
ing ceremony,  the Colonial Forge Army JROTC  
 presented the colors as the Colonial Forge Choir sang 
the national  anthem. This years fair will certainly go 
down as one of the best I have witnessed. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joshua Kovacs 
Virginia TSA Reporter 
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Congressman Rob Wittman 
speaking at the Northern Region opening ceremony. 

Colonial Forge JROTC presenting the 
colors 

Immediate  Northern Region Past Presi-
dent, Quentin Lawson giving a speech    

during the opening ceremony 



 On Saturday, March 13, 2010, many parents, advisors, adults, and students gathered at Lebanon High School 
to begin the Southwestern Region Spring Fair. Students arrived for check-in, and then began setting up their pro-
jects.  

Soon after, the Southwestern Region officer team was announced as they entered the stage for the opening 
general session, which included candidate speeches for the 2010-2011 regional officers. Students were then re-
leased to compete. 

Students had fun competing in a variety of challenges throughout the day, in both middle and high school.  
After a brief lunch, the delegates assembled to vote for the 2010-2011 regional officers. The candidates were pre-
sented again, and the delegates began to vote. The results were announced, and our new officer team gathered to-
gether, excited for the upcoming year.  

Shortly after, students were called back into the auditorium and waited nervously for the awards ceremony to 
begin. Several advisors took the stage, and the winners of the day’s challenges were announced and presented 
with their trophies with techno music booming in the background. The meeting 
closed with a quick “thank you” to our sponsor, Alpha Natural Resources, and 
students left after a fun day full of enthusiasm and excited for their next com-
petitions-Technosphere.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Breanna Browning 
Southwestern Regional President  
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Southwestern Region Executive Council 

TSA members competing at Lebanon 
High school 

With techno mu-
sic booming in 
the background... 
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The Blue Ridge Regional Fair was a fun time. We had a good turn out and a full regional council this year. There were 
a lot of trophies given out this year and the Blue Ridge Region seemed strong this year. We all competed fair and had 
fun with it. I have a good feeling that the Blue Ridge Region is growing and will come back even more powerful next 
year. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Brandon Tolley 
Blue Ridge Regional President 
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The South Central Regional Fair that took place on March 6, 2010 at Matoaca High School was nonstop excite-
ment and fun for all those involved. With dozens of schools and hundreds of students in the audience, Abraham 
Martinez called the meeting to order in Matoaca's beautiful auditorium. The opening ceremony flowed smoothly 
and quickly as everyone in the audience remained silent and alert. The councils countless hours of preparation 
was evident in their recital of their lines. Candidates for the 2010-2011 Council gave rousing speeches that in-
formed, entertained, and even persuaded the audience. However, the best was yet to come for the students and 
advisors. 
When the president dismissed everyone to go compete, the real fun began. Everyone became involved in all the 
fun of competing as well as other fun activities that the council and advisors had prepared, such as the Guitar 
Hero fundraiser. Every event was conveniently located in the easy-to-navigate school and the students ultimately 
had an enjoyable time competing. 
When the awards ceremony started, the audience was kept entertained with a selection of videos that had smiles 
on everyone's faces as the awards lists were being printed. As the awards were presented, everyone received a 
bountiful amount of applause for their success. After the awards were done, the 2010-2011 Regional Council 
was announced with all but one seat filled. The new president, Tara Kennedy brought the meeting to a close and 
thus ended another great competition amongst the South Central Region of Virginia TSA. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 Abraham Martinez  

 
Check the Website’s Archived List for  

Regional Fair and Technosphere Winners 
 
Http://www.VirginiaTSA.org/home/comferemces-and-events/archives 
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In Chesapeake, a talented group of Western Branch High  students has brought the school $500 with its      
Canstruction project. Area high school students used 12,000 cans of food to build different shapes at the Tide-
water Builders Association Mid-Atlantic Home and Flower Show at the Virginia Beach Conference Center 
two weeks ago. The cans were donated by Food Lion and afterward given to the Food bank of Southeastern 
Virginia. WBHS students used 2,100 black bean cans, 1,000 sweet pea cans and 500 corn cans to fashion a 
farm tractor. Under the guidance of teacher Kathy Willis,  and assistance from teachers Jennifer Leone, Todd 
Kiesow, Mike Pullen and Dean Ashman, they began building at 10 a.m. and were given six hours to complete 
their design using five team members at a time. The kids were given strict guidelines as to what they could and 
couldn’t use in the construction. The group finished by 3 p.m. Students from Tallwood and Ocean Lakes high 
schools created a model of Monticello and a model of the shoe from the Old Woman in a Shoe nursery rhyme.  

Submitted By: Mrs. Phyllis Johnson  
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A  tractor constructed out of CANS 
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Across 
2. Repulse (5) 
4. Prolonged (9) 
6. Deadlock (7) 
7. Tripod (5) 
9. Answer (8) 
11. Rare (8) 
13. Additional (5) 
14. Abjure (7) 
16. Unwilling (9) 
17. Shinbone (5) 

Down 
1. Character set (8) 
2. Hazards (5) 
3. Lamp (7) 
4. Protagonist (9) 
5. Discordant (9) 
6. Publication (5) 
8. Demarcation (5) 
10. Type of onion (7) 
12. Melting pot (8) 
15. Crown-like headdress (5) 
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